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TELEPHONIC. PEEKMAN iUt.

Explanations of Explanations.

Tho new model statesmanship nt
Washington Is nn nmendment too lunjr

deferred. Iimislne It administered by

tlie Signers nf the Inmiorlnl Document

of July I. 1770:

"We liavc learned from several quar-

ters tliat our recently promulgated Dec-

laration
ly

hag created nn erroneous Im-

pression, which we hasten to correct
While still holding- - as nt

we desire to have It understood that It
was not our Intention to Intlmato
and we regret that our words were open

to any other construction."

Or Imagine Sbwabd nml Olnet ex-

plaining
In

the Kmunclptitlon l'roclnmu-tlo- n

itiul the Venezuela Message, unit

then explaining the explanations!

Time for Stock Taking.

The estimates by State depart-
ments and commissions of expenses for
the llscal year beginning July 1, 1017,

reach the respectable total of 0.

Governor Whitman and
those associated with him k the
dreary task of conserving the taxpay-
ers jKKketbook hope to cut this by

fl7.000.000. If their best Intentions
are fulfilled tho appropriations for
1917-1- 8 will exceed Uiosc for 1010-1- 7

by $1,000,000, and exceed the esti-

mated rcteinies by $ 18,000,000. As
the inabilities of Indirect taxation
linvo apparently been about exhausted
a direct levy of $18,000,000 will be
necessary.

Some of the Items going to make
up this total admit of no argument
Tho State debt service Is forced up by

Judgments call for $1,100,'

000; the high cost of foodstuffs will
make the feeding of State charges
about $1,000,(hmj more than Its cost
this year. These are sample from
nn unpromising list. The sltuntlon
is disheartening to the man who foots
the bill, particularly so to the man in
New York city who benrs his own
burden and a part of tho burdens of
others. Nor Is It easy to see how any
individual can be blamed. Perhaps
there are thieves In the State service;
wo know there Is favoritism In the
distribution of the spoil. Hut the
electors themselves have acquiesced
in or demanded the expenditures that
are made, and they have not even
shown any interest in projects for
those checks on waste tlmt might be
applied through enlightened business
methods. Chairman Sack nf the Sen-

ate Finance Conlmlttee puts the facts
succinctly :

'Thn only way to Institute economy
III regard to thoeo public Institutions Is

by careful systemlzatlon and coordina-
tion of their activities,

"The only way outside of this for the
State to save money In the future Is to
take caro properly of Its present actlvl
ties and to cease creating new ones.

"Tho rpjwt presents to the taxpayers
of the State In concrete form the quea
tlon, 'Do wo wish to Involve the State
In new activities which cost large
amounts of money, or have we reached
tho point where we shall pause, take
stcrk of what wc are doing, and adopt
measures to conserve and consolidate
what we already have?" "

In other words, If we hnve not no
tuully reached the end of our rojw
wc are too close, to It for comfort, and
the duty of the State and Its people
is to refrain from new (ioveriimt'iit
enterprises until they find out what
they aro now doing and how much
the deelopraent of their present un
dertukings will cost.

The Prima Donna Again.
For more years than probably the

present generation of operagoers can
remember there have been few women

Ingers of Important roles In opera
that came from Italy. That country,
traditionally tho home of nil opera
Blngers, lias rarely failed to supply
tho world with a great tenor. He-

foro our contemporaneous Cahuso
there was Tamaono, nnd a llttlo bit
earlier there wa& Masim, who was
unique In never having come to this
country. lint the Italian singers who
havo gained an International reputa
tlon within the past scoro of years
nitvo been men.

All the time the leading roles In
ttie Italian repertory were

ung ny roiish, Australian, American
ami French singers. During tho
golden days of the history of the
Metropolitan 0iorn House there were
only Dalian singers In more or lean
Incidental roles. Of tenors and so
pranos ihcro were few.
t

Now there has coma a change over

the fnco of tho operatic wortd, for
whoreus there liud been only a single
coloratura soprano during tho past
score of years to bring distinction to
thu distaff side of llio operatic art in
Italy, there have recently come Into
public notice several Italian artists of
distinction. Not only hero lias the

of the modern Italian school
singers made lis Impression, but In

other American cities there Is already
high praise for the young Italians
who have suddenly come out of their
country to bring fume to their native

uhruiid.
It N characteristic of oiierntlo his-

tory that Just as there seems little or
possibility of a brilliant light

on the horizon there Is sud-

denly it supply from some unexpected
source for the existing demand. Hut

Is one of the peculiarities of mimi-

cal history that the great women sing-

ers who are so rare y should
hnvc come out of Italy, which had
produced but one or two In n score of
preceding years.

Distant BambllBft of Scandal.
The Idea' that any person high In

be
the Administration or nearly con-

nected with any person high in the
Administration was concerned on
Wednesday or Thursday In a manip-

ulation of the stock market is too

abhorrent to bo considered, except to
dispel. Vet a resolution Is now In-

troduced In the House demanding n
IcgMnthe Investigation to determine
whether the abhorrent supiosltlon
Just slated Is Indeed a fact.

This abhorrent supposition Is part
based on the extraordinary discrep

ancy between tho first nnd second
explanations of tho President's note
which were put forth oa Thursday by
Secrctury Lanbino.

Yesterday afternoon oor neighbor
tho Brooklyn Eagle, a newspaper
friendly to tho President and loyal

Its support of the Democratic
cause, pointed out the Irreparable and
unnecessary damage done on that
day to vnlues In the market by Mr.
Lansino's tlrst statement. The Eagle
went so far as to say:

"Klthcr It should be made perfectly
plain that Mr. Lansino spoke without
sufllclcnt warrant, In which case his
further usefulness In the State Depart-

ment must be scrlourly questioned, or
all the Information needed for a clear
understanding of the situation as to the
verge of war' as it actually exists

should be laid before tho public."

Tho 'resolution In the House Is in
troduced by a reputable and honor--

nblo member, Mr. Wood of Indiana,
who, although a Republican, cannot
be suspected- - of a ixirtlsnn motive In

suggesting so serious a step.
Inasmuch us tho suspicion referred

to seems to be notoriously prevnlent
In Washington, however unjust It
may be, we should say that the friends
of the Administration In Congress
could do no friendlier deed than to
Join In promoting the Inquiry as the
best means of squelching scandal.

Census "Estimate of Population."
At regularly recurrent intervals

this nation Is blessed with compila-
tions of nlleged population statistics
from the Census Itureau at Washing-
ton which to the cnreless render ap-

pear to mean something. The fact
Is Unit they have as much signifi-

cance ns tho abstractions of any com-

petent mathematician, and are worth
less except as they provide harmless
amusement for persons who have
nothing better to do than to study
them. The latest of these computa
tions occupies half n column In the
Evening l'oxt, nnd contains the sub- -

Joined Illuminating declarations:
The populutlon of the United States

continues to 'shift to (Tie cities, accord
ng to estimates announced y by

tho Census Itureau.
The estimates, based on the rate of

population Increases from 1900 to 1910,

disclosed that 40.9 per cent, of the coun
try's Inhabitants now live In cities of
more than 8,000, as against 38.9 per
cent. In 1910.

"The entire population of continental
United States for 1918 has already been
estimated at 102,017,312.

The total In the States, Territories
and United States possessions Is put
at 112,444,620.

"The populations of some leading cities
as estimated y are: New York,
5.C02.S41: Chicago, 2,497,722; Phllaael- -

phla, 1,709,518; St. Louis, 757,309 ; Bos
ton, 750,476 ; Cleveland, 674,073 ; Haiti
more, &89.G21 ; l'lttsnurg, &79.090; De
trolt, 571,784 ; lluffalo, 468,558 ; San

runclsco, 463,516 ; Milwaukee, 436,535;
Cincinnati, 410.476 ; Newark, 408,894 ;

New Orleans, 371,747 ; Washington, 363,
9S0; Minneapolis, 363,454 ; Seattle, 348,-63- 9

; Jersey City, 306,345 ; Kansas City,
297,847; Portland, Ore., 295,463 ; Indian
apolls, 271,708 ; Denver,, 260,800; Itoch
ester, 256,417; Providence, 254,960 ;

St. r.tul. 247,232; Louisville, 238,910;

Columbus, 214,878; Oakland, 191,604
Toledo, 191,554; Atlanta, 190,558 ; I3lr
mingham, 181,762; Omaha, 165,470
Worcester, 163,314; Richmond, 156,687.'

These figures look very Impressive,
Hut they are of tho slightest impor
tance. Their purely hypothetical nn
ture Is revealed by their sponsors,
who aro quoted thus :

"Census ofllilals were careful to ex
plain that these estimates do not take
Into consideration local conditio, and
that they are based solely on the rata
of the population increase or decrease
in tho paaL"

In other words, anybody who has
the requisite training In arithmetic
and tho time to waste can go through
the operations of subtraction, mult!
plication nnd ndditlon that are per-
formed In the Census Burenu and ob
tain the same results that aro pat
forth therefrom with uch ahQw: fit

authority. Tho nctual Increase in
population between two enumerations
may be accepted as the basis for esti-

mating, or the percentage of increase
may appeal as more Interesting. The
estimates for January 1, 1010, might
ns well be made y as those for
January 1, 1017, and they would be
precisely as accurate and valuable as
If they were delayed until n month
before their seasonable uppllcntlon.
Indeed, the estimates for every half
year, or quarter, or month, or week,
might be made when the count Is com-

pleted nnd included in the dccennlnl
publications of the bureau.

The census has grown to be a
mighty and expensive thing. It
scarcely gets one count completed be-

fore It begins another. Wo nre. not
sure that the work of 1010 Is yet
done. A grent deat of the matter the
enumerators, general and special,
gather Is useless. Hut none of the
tables that have a foundation In fact
Is so ridiculous as the periodical "es-

timates" of this nnd that which are
conferred on the nation to present to
It some shadow of nn excuse for
maintaining permanently whnt should

a temjKirary bureau of the Federal
Government.

Our Obscurer Islands.
The purchaso of the Danish West

Indies, while giving general satisfac-
tion to tho peoplo of this country,
does not ndvnnco the solution of the
formidable dlfllciilty which has long
confronted patriotic American story
tellers. Wo refer to the amazing pau-

city of information regarding various
little Islands already possessed by the
United States.

Hawaii, tho Philippines, American
Samoa, even Guam, are all very well,
but their site and population make
them distinctly vnrisul ted to the chief
rqulrement of flctloneers, which is
not an exotic atmosphere that can
be supplied but a certain Crusoeltke
quality; In short, desert islands. And
If the hero Is to be a young and hand-
some American naval oftlcer his ap
pearance on the scene cannot well be
nccotinted for unless he comes to
plant the American Hag and tnke pos-

session In the name of Uncle Sam.
Now there nit' plenty of rocks nnd

coral reefs In the Pnclflc which belong
to this country, but the ordlnnry ref
erence books do not even nnme them
completely. A few may be recalled
offhand; for example, Wake, How
land, Baker, Palmyra, Christmas,
Marcus, Johnston, Gnrdner, Gallego,
Starbuek, Penrhyn, Thoenlx nnd Mo-rel- l.

How is a novelist to utilize
these places in the absence of facts
about them? If ho gives his Imngl
nation rein, some one who has been
to the spot will turn up and contra
diet him, the exposure will be In

sertcd, in the Congrettlonal Record
nnd the author's reputation will be
gone forever.

There was recently a case In which
tho novelist carefully picked out
Baker IMnml for his setting. It
seemed to fulfil nil the requirements,
He could Hud out absolutely nothing
about It, but then, neither could any
one else. The exigencies of the plot
required the heroine to run five miles
n nn effort to escape the unwelcome
ttentlons of the villain, who alone

with her hnd been spnred from the
shipwreck. At the last moment, when
serial publication had nearly been be
gun nnd when the llrst episode had
already been released on the films, the
author mnde the sickening discovery
tlmt Baker Island contains only about
three-quarter- s of a square mile. So
ho stopped tho camera mnn and took
to drink, and both he and the heroine
were drowned.

Some tlmo earlier a writer with less
excuse placed his pair on Midway
Island, nn Interesting spot 2,702 miles
from San Francisco. They were nh
solutely alone, and everything hinged
upon that point. The scenario was
abandoned when the writer found ou
that Midway is n cable station Inhab
Ited by about forty persons, mostly
telegraphers, who were ready to re
lay events to tho rest of the world
before they could properly be un
folded. Hnd this writer resorted to
the device of the Greek chorus he
might have salvaged something from
the ruin.

There havo been other lnstnnces,
but these two will suffice. While wi
nre adding to our Insular possessions,
why not provldo exnet and accessible
Information about such Islands ns w
already have?

The Block Signal Set at Danger.
Beginning y tho Ford Motor

Company closes Its Detroit plnnt for
a week. The loss In production Is ap
proximately 17,.)(K) cars of (i value of
perhaps $7,000,000. Forty-tw- o thou-

sand men nre made Idle. Their
week's wage Is $1,400,000.

This occurs lcenuse the railways
entering Detroit nre congested. Mr.
Fobd'b products have' to uwnlt tho
transport of food nnd fuel, which of
course must be moved first.

Such Industrial dislocations will be
come everyday affairs If something Is
not dono soon to ameliorate the har
assing conditions under which the
railways of the country' struggle to
servo the country's needs.

In Extenuation of a German Diplo
mat's small Bin.

A friend in Philadelphia submits
this case:

"To tub Editor or The Sun Sir; For
a great number of years I have taken
Tin Sun and am a firm believer In the
old saying, 'It you sea It In Tub Sun
Ifa so.'

"This morning yau quote Count ton
BxANSTOBrr as saying: 'Now t am per-
fectly convinced that we will have a
conference.'

"Do you not think tho Ambassador,

THE SUN, SATURDAY, DECEMBER 3, 1916.

who speaks perfect English, used the
word 'shall' 'in placa of 'wIll'T

I .shall fee very glad to havo your
opinion, as It changes tho whole sense
of the Interview. H.

"Philadclpiiia, December 21."

Our correspondent Is right In his
rating of the German Ambassador's
English, for Count von Bernstomt
peaks our language admirably for Is

one not born to its use, nnd he under
stands it even better than he speaks
It. None of the refinements of Eng
lish expression, none of the sinuosi-
ties

a
of hnlf concealed meaning, not

even any of the slnntcndlcular phrases
of half truth, escapes his acute and
alert Intelligence.

Our correspondent Is nlso techni of
cally right ,ln his criticism of tho
German Ambassador for employing
the word "will" when "shall" was In-

dicated
A

by the senso to be conveyed.
ofIt must be remembered, however, that a

Count von BEBNBToitrr has tecn much
In the company of President WasoN
of late; and that the President, who
is superior, ex officio, to the rules of
syntnx, is especially unconventional
in his use of wills and shnlls.

Wc do not for a moment believe so
that the germ of this solecism has
Infected the German Ambassador's
English. We discern, rather, a diplo-

matic intention nnd perhaps a deli
cate personal compliment In his adop
tion of the Presidential style.

a
Mr. Lansino's predecessor as Sec

retary of Stato mny bo compelled to
admit eventually that he doesn't hold
tho record for Indiscretion.

Perhaps some of the Wall Street
brokers, moved to compassion by the
plight of their customers, will give
bonuses to sold out speculators.

Delay In getting letter fcoxea for
this town Is explained as "due to
inability to meet the wtshea of the
New York Art Commission. Tho
poet knew what he was talking about
when ho said: "Art is long, and time
Is fleeting."

An exploring expedition under gov
ernmental auspices to find out where
the stock ticker ticks might have an
Interesting experience.

The American mules that were sent
to the French army have been silenced,
says a despatch from Paris. The mule
has followed armies almost as long
os there- - hnve been armies, trudging
patiently alone with camp equip-
ments, yanking supply trains out of
muddy tracks nnd lleelng with the
swiftest la retreat, but always voic-
ing Ms remonstrance to his Job. He
Is hushed, though, now; science has
cut out his bray as effectively as it
has tho racket of the automobile.

It makes him a better "critter" for
war; nut the innovation will not be
popular hack in Missouri where he
camo from. There it Is his right to bray.
It is no more disturbing tbnn a man's
yawn, lie Is the "Missouri nightin-
gale" to his admirers, and his trum
pet call on the prairie Is a reassuring
signal that all Is well.

Take a long walk, read a good book
and make a new friend. Com mission tr
FlNI.ET's odWre fo college boyt.

And smoko an old pipe to make the
walk pleasanter, tho book more en
joyable and tho friend well, a good
deal depends on tho friend.

Who but a Juvenal could do Justice
to tho slippery sloppery facts of this
village's street condition this Week?
Quikti's Hlaccub Is too mannerly to
be adequate. It's hard to believe
"aptlsslma quirque dabunt dl" when
we've "plus aloes qimm meltls" In our
cup of weather "Inde caput morbl,"
but "nunquam nllud nnturn, nllud
saplentla dixit." How much of a
soaking can wisdom stand?

There must be moments when Cali
fornia "wonders why she did It.

SIDEWALK SNO W.

Additional Benefits of Partial Clearing
of the Footways.

To tiik Editor op Th Sun Sir: Tho
letter of Carl E. Tell published under
the heading "Sidewalks Too Clean?"
makes an udmlrablo suggestion. Mr. Pelz,
however, does not state one of the great-
est advantages of tlie plan.

II carried out It would leave the snow
In the roadways with an even surface
of uniform depth. Under such condi-

tions even very deep snow Ik not a seri-

ous obstacle to t radio, ami If the trafllc
Is heavy the snow Is rapidly comjocted
Into reasonable smoothness, or else melts
much more freely than nt present. The
plan could not, of course, be applied
where the sidewalks are more crowded
than the roadways, hut this Is truo on
comparatively few streets.

The fact that the sidewalks would
remain wet In thawing wenther Is of
llttlo importance, since the seas of slush
through which we have to cross streets
under present conditions take away all
the benefits which result to the pedes-

trian from a dry sidewalk. C.
New York, December 22,

UNIVERSAL TRAINING.

Only In It Can Adequate Defence of the
Nation Be Fonnd.

To the KniTOR or The Sun Sir: It
docs not need General Kcott or General
Wood or anybody else lo tell any man
of ordinary intelligence that the experi
ment of federalizing the National Guard
is a lamentable failure. It was fore
doomed to fall, and probably when Mr.
Hay put his army bill through Congress
he knew It would turn out a failure. He
and others, Including Trcsldent Wilson,
did not want the country to be prepared,
and devised the fraudulent army 1)111 to
defeat the wishes of the people.

There Is but one way for this nation
to have an army adequate for Its pro
tectlon, and that Is to adopt universal.
compulsory military training.

Every young man, rich or poor, be
tween the ages of eighteen and twenty
one, unless physically Incapacitated,
should be compelled to serve a year In
the army, and then go on the reserve
list. M. T. B.

New York, December 22.

The Madera Wife,

Un. Knleker What did your buaband
glra youT

Mr". Beekar Sams frightfully cheap
clgarettra.

The Lakar aearrlly Up the Huaaaa.
from tho Uncburpk Slut.

Rerotr Htrraaa of Wait Broadway kaa
smntjr-nv- e atai waisa wsrk every day.

GETTING THE BIO MAIL.

Oae Joy Which the JHgh Cost of
Weaknesses Does Not Toneh.

To tub Editor or Tita Sun Sir: There
can hardly be a more amiable weakness
than tho pleasure of receiving a targe
mail from the postman. In the present
high cost of weaknesses, it may be
worth remarking that this pleasure Is
within easy reach. The maximum effect

attained by finding one's name on tho
mailing list of the houses that apportion
Investments to the public The honor
may- have come unsought through get-

ting Into print as a dummy director In
brewing enterprise, or receiving a

smalt legacy from an aunt In New
Zeala.nl ; or tho name may be taken
from, the membership list of tho Second
Cousins of tho Seminole War.

Rising as a tiny rivulet In the Andes
accident, the current soon swells to

an Irresistible flood. No use to try to
turn It back on the staggering postman.

letter explaining that It Is Impossible to
for financial reasons to take advantage

tho flattering offer Is answered by.
personal call the next morning. As

the names are amassed from different It
sources, the chances of duplication are
fairly good. The letters frequently
come In groups, sometimes running as
high as five Identical notes of a single
edition. The sympathetic personal
touch or attempt to touch that means

much In correspondence Is often
obscured. I have received letters ad-

dressed to Sandbcan, Sunburn, Sand-
bag, Sandbum, Sambo and Hambone.
If these letters had contained checks,
how surely they would have found their
way to the mausoleums of deceased
correspondence. The latest feature Is

telegram announcing that a Juicy bIIco
of melon has been reserved on Ice, nnd
the Ice Is melting fast. Thero must
be some huge central mechanical dis-

tributing plant from which this mon-

strous nnd Inexorable literature Is ra-

diated Into space. The circumstance
that the Intended consignee Is dead cuts
no figure. In one case I wrote catling
attention to the fact that the Intended
beneficiary was an entirely different per
son, who died In the poorhouse In

lilt. Early in the morning I received
condolences by telephone and found In
the mall the prospectus of a tombstone
trust

To dispose of the growing Intake I
have cut a hole Into the chimney and In-

stalled a capacious Franklin stove. I
tegsn. for a back log, with the niimi.il
report of the Pctrlncd Punk Mining
nnd Hcduclng Company (war bride de-

velopments expected from tho mother
lode), flanked by six folio demonstra
tions of .How to Mako n Million In
Wall Street. If tho supply of fuel
runs short, 1 shall Join the Fat Man's
Club and open a delivery station for tlie
publications of the y league
of Hope. Kiiwin V. SANBortN.

New Yokk, December 21.

THE GUARD NOTUSELESS,

And Flattahnr Hardly a Short Cut
to Military Kltlrlrnry.

To, tub Editor or The St'N Sir: The
National Cluarrt may be a little off color
In spots, hut when (1encr.il Hugh Scott
says that It Is useless I believe he Is
using pretty strong language.

Oeneral Scott says that It would have
been folly, or words to that effect, to
havo taken the Guard Into Mexico be
cause of Its lack of training and In
ability to stand long nnd forced marches.
This may be true, but wo must not
forget that the (luurd while on tho bor-

der made several long marches In very
good time, and generally, from a ph. sl
ed standpoint, the men held up splen
didly. Personally I believe the training
of the men In the (luard has been good.
as reports of many of the I'nlted States
army Inspectors will show.

In 1598 In tlie war with Spain the
Massachusetts National (iuard proved
that the Guard was not u.i'les.x.

The General tells what a good thing the
Plattsburg training camp Is. I realize that
such encampments arc of boneltt to
those who nttend, but when the General
or any one believes that these men nfier
two or three summers of tralnins; are In
"tip top" shapo to oct as defenders of
our country 1 think he stretches Imagi-

nation Just a trllle.
I know of several men who have taken

part In these training camps, ninl Judg-

ing from the work I havo soen these
men do I would say that It would take
at least ten to fifteen summers lo whip
them Into shape. One case In particu-
lar, which comes' to my mind now, Is of
a young man about twenty years old
who wan a member of the Plattsburg
raining camp last summer and tho jc.ir

before, who cannot properly execute tho
manual of anus. This young man Is an
unusually bright chap, and when tho
mllltla was at tho Mexican bonier he
was appointed n corporal, but owlne lo
the fact that Ills military knowledge
was not equal to the olllce It was nec
essary to reduce him to the grade of
private.

A DErCNDER OP THE Gl'ARP.
Whitehall, December 21.

"BELLISONANT"?

Ilequest Thnt Mr. Dewell llellne
His Characterization.

To the Kditor or The Sun Sir: Mr.
James D. Den ell, Jr., says that chenlng
gum does not Interfere with woman's

belllsonnnt voice. I could not Hnd
this word In the dictionary und would
like to know Just what he means. I

had quite n discussion with another per-

son regarding It. one of us maintaining
it meant "bell toned," or "soft," and
the other saying It meant "war sound
ing," or "loud." It may bo that the
word "belllsonnnt means "war sound
ing" or "thirutcnlng," but Is It used cor
rectly In this Instance? Woman's voice
Is seldom spoken of as being loud, harsh
or war sounding. II. M. O.

Passaic, N. J., December 22.

llotton Ileatlfle.
Hot on hrr hllli, exrmpt from rhllli, tha

Huh revolves tills morning;
Her outer rim, all tight and trim. ! ready

for a corning;
Of Sunday tlrei her banded choirs.

late returna betoken;
A fallow feeling blntli; one flnda each rpoke

hae loudly spoken.

Upon its rod the Sacred Cod like Phcebui
rlntlliatei now;

Tha rtlver Charlea. no longer anarla, but
smootha Itself far ekatea now;

Tha whole Back liay vlewa with dismay
tha teaka of Beacon Hlllery;

Tha Parker House prepare to aoute roll
In, ya red Artillery I

A shining itar It every bar that beckoneth
emphatic,

And kindly fata refuiea straight to make
streeta unerratlc;

In Bcollay Square each paaaengslra swapa
punchee with his rellowi,

And thus begun a common bun tha citi
zenry roelloira.

Now hand In hand leap Dacohua and hit
gang of gay baccbantee;

Tha blushful grape In perfect ahapa !

ralalng something Dante's;
John Barleycorn enwreathea tha hern that

Abatlnenca waa toned en;
Tha Demon Hum wlna out, by gum I la

beatlno Boateal
Mavaioa Moans,

PLANT THE SASSAFRAS!

It Is One of Oar Most Beaailfal aad
Useful Native Trees.

To tub Editor or Tna Sun Sir: An
act of vandalism recently committed on
tho grounds of Colonel Boosevelt at
Oyster Bay and reported In The Sun
Involved tho dcslructlon'of a fine sossa-fra- s

tree, n choice specimen undoubt-
edly and highly prised by Its owner.
Beading (ho account of It called to mind
Tub Sun's perennial springtime tribute
to nn Interesting native, by wny of the
homely but spirited sassafrogian ode,
from a favorite contributor. The sassa-
fras, Sassafras ofllclrrale, like our com-

mon chestnut, hickory, beech, tulip,
cedar, Ac, has been the best known
among our native deciduous trees. It
may bo said to be no longer common
by failure assiduously to cultivate and
plant them, or tho widespread destruc-
tion by noxious Insects, fungi, Ac. If
more ptnntlng Is not done wc shall come

viewing types of some of these ns
specimens to bo seen only In our botani-
cal gardens.

The sassafras Is an Interesting tree;
has valuable medicinal properties, en-

tirely aside from which, however, Its
characteristics of form, structure and
foliage moke It a desirable addition In
any deciduous tree planting scheme.

The curious feature of variety In the
leaves on the same tree should greatly
Interest chltdren, which I have often
found to be the case. Tho tree docs not
usually grow very large hereabout, but
occasionally fine, specimens nre to be
found, as was the tree at Sagamore
Hill. In the South much larger trees
are still to be seen growing there. Some
readers familiar with our old country
roads will recall the little groupings to
be found commonly by the roadside of
the sassafras nnd cedar usually, nnd

nnd picturesque feat-
ures of the landscape. Subsequent road
Improvements, alas, did not Include the
possible preservation of these simple ad-
juncts of beauty. There may toe those
still living In Cambridge, Mass., who can
remember a fine specimen of our native
sassafras growing there. It deserved
a better fate than that which happened
to It. The tree had attained a diameter
of mors than three feet, was quit ten
feet In circumference, nnd fortunately
growing apart from other trees Its form
was fully developed. Its height nearly
sixty feet. This tree of exceptional
characteristic beauty was sacrificed,
however, that a projected stone wall
should rigidly exemplify the exactions
of a straight line, as we were taught
In our youth, the shortest distance be-

tween two points. This happened In
Cambridge I

I would recommend the sassafras to
nurserymen for more general cultivation
and the planting of It 1y tree lovers;
nor should we be unmindful of the pos-
sibility of restoring our common chest
nut and the preservation of the hickory
and our maples. John Y. Culver.

New York, December 20.

south"american "trade.
An Exposition of the Transportation

Facilities From the United States.
To the Editor or The Sun Sfr: Mr.

Ottlnger's letter nnd your edi
torial remarks thereon give your read-
ers the Impression thnt the shipping
facilities between North and South
America are Inadequate and thnt our
exports to South America are therefore
not Increasing as they should.

While It Is of course true that there
Is a general shortage of shipping nil
over the world, It Is also true that our
exports have grown to hitherto uti
precedents! volume, nnd the scarcity of
freight spnro Is a result of large exports,
not a cause of small cxiwrts. as both
Mr. ottluger and the Sun appear to
believe.

In proportion to the demand It 1:

probable thnt the freight space avail
able for South America Is greater than
for any other mirkct, due to various
conditions, Including tho large cargoes
from South America.

There aro seventeen lines of steam
operating between Nmv York and

South America, not counting the lines
operating to the Caiibhean ports
of South America, alt of which lines
advertise In New York,

Mr. Ottlnger, complains of a SO per
rent, rise In freight rates, but other
fnctors entering Into trade rosts have
risen far more than ."n per cent. Again,
this rise Is n result largely of active
export trade.

Mr. OttliiKer stales .thnt there Is
l.u-- of American or other competitive
lines to South America. Of the teven
teen lines already mentioned no less
than six nro American, five nre neutral
nnd only sK are Hrltlsh, and one o
these llrltli-- lines Is actually American
In ownership.

l.ong established Amerlrnu lliuw to
South America are the t'nlted Rates
nnd llr.tzll Steamship I.tne, Harbor
Co., Inc., Merchants Line, New York and
South America Mne and Norton I.lne,
A new American lino Is the American
Transallantlc Company.

Long estnlilisiieu neutral lines mo
I.Ioyd Ilrazllelrn ( Ilrnzlllan), ranch,
IMye & Co. (Danish), New neutr.i
lines nre Kerr StenmRhlp I.lne, Husk

Daniels nnd Commercial South
American I.tne,

Iing established British lines are tho
Prince I.lne, Lamport & Holt I.lne,
Houston Lines, Iloulrter, Weir & Itojd
Inc., Booth Line, West Coast Line
This last Is Amerlrnn owned but o;
crates British vest-els- .

As regards the supposition that on
exixirlers have not Increased their trade
In South Amerlen In recent years, our
attention Is called to the figures Issued
by the Department of Commerce show- -
lug that for the ten months emled
October 30, 191fi, our eximrts to South
America were valued nt J179.7 11,000,
approximately r0 per cent, greater than
for any previous tun months record. Ti e
growth for ten months ending October
for the past few years Is shown by the
following figures:
15IC . .IIT.i,7tl,oi)o
ItIS 115,451,0(10
I'M so.ass.ooo
1913 JSt,flos,ooi

1 s.dis.nuu
OM.rt oio.t.nun.l ...nt ct. ... .1 ,
a i i - ii in -

ties to South America Is a fallacy which
dlen hard. Tun Spn ought to help kill
It. Franklin Johnston,

Publisher American
New York, December 21,

Not a MeaL, Not Kven a Collation.
To THE KlMTOB Of THE SUN Sir: 111

your Interesting editorial article on
America s Most Famous Meals" I con

fess to surprise at tho absence even In
honorable mention of good Dr. Lyman
Abbott s second cup of coffee. M. K.

New York, December 22.

The Iw ef Gravity.
Newton discover what made the appla

fall.
"Ituinon of peara," ha announced,

floodneaa Orseloui, Faaaalc!
JfeaJflne rmmlo Dolly ttfui.

Annual fcala ot Coni raaslosal Wemia

THE GENERAL PURPOSE OF PRESIDENT
WILSON'S NOTE

Its Appeal to the Belligerents to Negotiate for Peace a Proper First Step

Toward Permanent Cessation of Armed EnmlHet.

It Is difficult for ordinary people to
understand why a communication of
the vast Importance of President Wil

ofson's letter to tho belligerents in
Ouropo should be so expressed as to

If
leave legitimate doubt as to Its true
meaning In all respects. One always
feels In reading n document of this
character that the writer has no sharp by
ly defined lino of action In view, or Is
not sure of his own ground, and wishes its
to provide a wny, by means of explana-
tion, to meet possible adverse reception
or criticism.

Tho general purpose of Mr. Wilson s
letter Is, of course, obvious, and with In
that general purpose every rignt
minded person should lie In sympathy.
No greater blessing Imaginable couw
come to the world nt large than that
peaco should bo restored without fur
ther bloodshed and destruction, me of
fighting nations arojts anxious for this
as wo are: In fact, more anxious.
Tho open question Is only one of
terms and conditions." It mat do to

conceded, then it Inevitably follows
that peace can only come by virtue of
such exhdustlon of one sldo or tho
other that negotiation Is useless for
tho vanquished, or as tho result of an
earlier agreement in respect of "terms
and conditions." Manifestly no agree
ment can bo reached without a knowl-
edge of proposals nnd counter pro
posals. Kach side hns stated its de
sire for peace, nnd each sldo is skir-
mishing for position before discussing
the terms of peace. Germany gives
warning that they must not bo so se-

vere ns to amount to a dental of her
right to future expansion along legiti-

mate lines. Tho Allies, on tho other
hand, say that thero must be complete
restitution, complete reparation ana
complete guaranties for the future
nenco of Eurooe. without defining what
would be considered a compliance with
these requirements. Each side is ion
by the other In the dark, while each
professes nt least to desire to see me
light. Whnt more opportuno time men
could there bo than now for the Inter
position of outsldo aid?

We. detached as wo are in a sense.
aro Influenced In our opinions of tho
i dative responsibilities of the con
tending nations by tho circumstance
that we believe Germany to havo
been the aggressor for selfish pur-
poses, and that her conduct of the
war has been In violation of the rules
of human nnd divine law. If It bo
true, as apparently it is, that what Is

referred to as the military caste or
Prussia Is chargeable with these

THE JANITOR'S GRAFT.

Managers of First Class Properties
Refuse to Tolerate II.

To the KniTon of The Sun fir: There
Is nn editorial article In The Sun of De

cember 21 to which I take great excep
tion. It Is headed "Perquisites of the
Sunerintendcnt. nnd It ic- -

fers to the discussion which hns arisen
lately as to the grafting by superin-

tendents In modern apartment houses
on the various tradesmen who supply
the tenants In tho buildings. This prac-

tice may exist In some of the old fash-lonc- d

flats operated by smalt owners
nnd In the minds of the editors or comic
papers, but I can nssure you from llrst
hand knowledge that It does not exlt In

the modern high class structures In

charge of rcputuble agents or estates
nnd Individuals of standing. At least,
certainly not with their knowledce, ns

stated in this article.
Wc mako a specialty of the manage

ment of high class apartment houses
nn Fifth nnd Park avenues and adjacent
side streets, and have between thirty
and forty In our eharse. We have con
stantly recognized the possibility or

grafting by superintendents, and every
superintendent In our employ knows
that If he Is caught In tlie net of ac-

cepting any gratuities from tradesmen
or In trying to Influence the tenants'
purchases his services will Immediately
be dispensed with.

Owing to the discussion recently In

the papers we have again sent out to

all of our superintendents the following
notice :

In with the artlelei appear-
ing In the various Sew York paper In

reference to "Br.tft" In urartment houe,
wr ilpulre publicly to Mute thnt to the
hst of our knowledge and hellef ui-t-i

conditions do not exlt In the bupdlngs
under our routrol.

lf'any of nur tenants will quote lnt.tntes
where a tipe rlntendent h tiled m

their patronnze such superintendent
lll be Immediately dlecharcrd.

In addition to these precautions we

have exhausted every means for the dis-

covery of the existence of this evil and
feel quite certain that it has practically
ctased to exist. We are not nlone In
this stand and feel that all other high
daks agents and owners are striving
for the same end,

The competition for the business of
management Is so keen that if the com-

petitor could show the owner that his
superintendent was practising this means
for Increasing his Income the owner's
representative would probably lose the
business.

Superintendents are not the poorly
paid employees that you suggest, who
must eko out their existence by other
means. 1 should say that the average
wages paid our superintendents nre over
$100 a month when the value of their
living quarters Is considered. As to
the Inference that the emphers. be
they tl)e managing agent or the. owner
himself, receive remuneration from this
source, It Is hardly worthy of denial,

In conclusion I would call your ntten- -

, tlon to the great advance made in tho
( methods of handling real estate during

tii last fifteen or twenty years, before
: w,,.n tie such nn article might have

i,...,,. nortlnent. The real estate nro
. . . . .ress on now attracts some in me nest

.brains and most high class men In the J

nnd It Is no longer a refiiEe '

for those who have failed In other pur
suits. It requires years of study, ex-

perience nnd hard work km well as
a thoroughly equipped organization to
handle the modern and highly compli-
cated plants existing in both apartment
nnd business buildings, All the large
real estate olllces employ expert en
gineers and men of special training for
the purpose. It Is Improbable that un
der these conditions the petty grafting
you refar to can exist for long.

Douoi.as L. Elliman,
Nbw Tork, December 3t,

Cnlflly KstevaUo la California,
froi tsa fouo Ana Hltdr,

Tha nest ef tha etrtaa ot university i
tenilan leoturei to ba given at San D'.tao
wilt ba on tha subject! "Uaja Toga ver-
sus Hath Yega."

COMMENDED.

crimes, and that the people of Ger-
many have acted only under its bale-
ful lnfluenco and command, then one

tho objects ht least- - the one in
which wo have tho greatest Interest

wo aro truo to our Ideals -- can be
attained If tho menace of that l'ru.
slan power bo removed. Is It true
that this can bo accomplished only

tho further killing of the German
peoplo until the nation Itself has lost

vitality and ability to resist"
May not discussion of terms nnd con-

ditions presented In concrete form and
discussed aloud result In the German
peoplo themselves being represented

the negotiations ns factors lnd-- .

pendent of the Prussian Junkers?
Wo must not blind ourselves to the

fact that tho objects of the Allies are
not entirely altruistic or unselfish.
They aro not fighting for tlie benefit

civilization alone. Wo havo but re-

cently read of nn agreement between
England, France, Italy and ltussla (hat
ItUBsia Is to have Constantinople und.

strengthen her hold upon It, that the
Turk Is to be excluded from Kurnpe.
Itussla's statesmen hnve given sufll-cle-

evidence that tho goal of her am-

bition for which she Is lighting llei
there. Italy entered tho war to wrest
back tho Trcntlno from Austria. A re-

distribution of Balkan territory was
promised as nn Inducement In Ru-

mania to tnke up urtns. While France
was the first to bo attacked and did
not seek a conflict for selflh reasons,
nevertheless wc must havo In mind
that when the guns were heard within
the Belgian lines tho call for a recon-que-

of Alsaco and Lorraine rent the
air o France. With England's rham.
plonshlp of the cnutss of weaker na-

tions is attached tho defence of her
national exlstenco through the, preven-
tion of Germany's extension of hr
coast lino In the north or her territorial
expansion within striking distance of
Egypt and India.

The President's tetter must be In-

terpreted In the light of these fnets
The Influence of the war Is acting, and
will act, upon us so acutely that w

have the right, not only In the gen-

eral cause of humanity and of clvlltai- -

tion but of our own special intorestf,
to ask nnd to urgo upon the Govern-

ments abroad that they make an
earnest effort to open the way for
negotiations looking to tho cessation
of hostilities and to tho outlook for

u futuro secure against tlie posslbllltv
of a recurrence of tills awful strife
That can be done only by trying m

do It. Ciiari.ks K. ItrsiiMor.K

NATIONAL GUARD GUNNERS.

A York Oflircr's Crltlrlm (

Hay Slate llatlerles Itpsented.

To the HiuTon or The Sun Sir
clipping from Tin; Srv of November
reeardlng gunners' rating, the hearllm;
being "Gun ltntlncs Anser ;uardirn
of New York." havlt g nt me
may Interest your military readers t

know the fcU.
As to a statement that the meth- I

of marking Is unfair. It Is on i t nd
so far as my knowledge goe acr"
that a better ami more cqu t ihle
tein could and ehoulit be ued A N't

York National Guard ulll- er is i

as saying that be has "se-ve- d for t,r
with men who knew how t handle i r
guns better and knew about pr.i
tlcal mechanics than un nt th Nf
Kngland militiamen. ' That Is rat'ir
a large bill for any battery to fill.
Is true that tho Boston battery

batterlts, since there hns nn-bee-

more than one of the field art'ller
type) Is made up largely of cnlleffe n
but these men have excelled In the tc
required by the tnlhtia bureau t
served their bit, all that has ben sskf
of them, on the border, nnd If all sr.
oounls received nre true the ' f
served It nt least with ns mu--- ced
as any National Guard batteries Bit- -

tery A of Boston was conUlere, rf
best battery that ev r et ue to tie
Tobyhann.i school. II

The ofllcer says that "you ottM take jj
a country nailery with lie.-- t nu rte- -
some small .Massachusetts town and tl" i

plenty of men who have been hinglic
around for ii long time" The orVer
evidently Ignorant of the "small town"'
In which the M.iss.i, hue!'s hatte-l- e

located. All of tl'M "small towns" arc
ciiies. Huston, 7 : :t . r, 2 p- ' uiaMm. ni
tery A; Worcester. Ititi.T:)', ponulitlfl'
Battery II; Lawrence, 'tl II piwi a'lor
Battery (; Lynn. Salem a d Bevcr'
1 'In.O Jf population, Batte tes P K AS

V The latter three ball- ,ie- - '.ave Ve- -

formed within the ear
Your Informant seems to be Jn!nn

of the showing that Massachusetts mndf
since he says nothing about hatter'es o'
Rhode Island, I'lnh. Mtnnesot-i- , I'ern
sylvanl.i, New Movie-- a'd Illlenls i',

rnted above New York's best.
The New York batteries m.i be it

good OS tills retired otllcer
out, but II seems re n.irl.ahle t ii yt

,

record shows no rtill.-ate.- o' t"
of ollVers and non-co- o:ie,l

olllcers, no Ktmn.-i- ,f ,,n ' r cj-
sections or for spe, ial tlei,i.l "

Regarding the fill ili.i , j "to
outfight, outshoot and om i

nrgattiz.it "

not accepted, nothing was In trd In Ei

J'.tsn of siu-l- i a , b.i'tei'e ,i- I , '
circumstances it took a b ,1

challenge across a space .,'
iu 11 It. lis.
(ipi in B t

Boston, December

lr. O'JIallej's licourapli.t
To the KniTon or Tiik s s s

don't know the subje, t t It ii M e

lecture thnt provoked Hie "
between him and Mr Dmvi va ,i'".' ' '
climate of Mississippi imt if tti lo to-

wns as Ignorant of Ii - su ie '
seems to bo itlnuit mine oi r e

n i,c i, ,

,hp Hi,Jeet was I u.
i.. i

Ill Mississippi was Hooker W.- '
ton." Booker nco- liu-- In Ml" k "

but at Tiiskegee, Ma And eo - '
"General Phil Slid dm. who cune f "i

my part of Ireland, said." & ''
General Sheridan never fi

land at nil, but was bom ! " ''''
N. Y. It appears I it the d. i r U

tlmt tlm ITtiit,..! .,iith of N ctr.

Carol Inn Is not a tU h.,l 'at r
white man. The ConfedeiMle
most of whom weie fiom "souHi of sor"i
Carolina." stood un niottv .1 ""'

the soldiers from more mu-- i Blfl

j Including Miitne (ruin t'.e ditto's ,ir'
i ior ireiann.- - I nau iieaiu i. ai- -'

It Is a very nail tniiiH' I" be a '
mnn, and tho do.-lo- r trier i

as well ns sarcastic.
.! It, Wit 'if

Silma, Ala., December is

II


